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A Minute in Ministry  

The myriad ways in which we know Christ among us are beautiful and inspirational ï 
in our care for one another; in our conversations about life together in our world; in 
our various forms of prayer, hymns and other elements of worship. In our 
congregational life, we try to maintain a holy balance between various perspectives 
and experiences that are meaningful to each of us. We grow in relationship with God 
as we open ourselves to one another and have our horizons of faith broadened. 

Some among us have expressed the desire to celebrate communion by intinction. 
That is when we come forward and dip a piece of bread into the cup. Weôve been 
celebrating communion in this way on Ash Wednesday, and when we share 
communion with home-bound members of our congregation. It will be new and 
perhaps feel strange for many of us who may not have participated in either of those 
types of services. For many of our members with experience in other congregations 
it may feel a little familiar (for example, Lutheran, Episcopalian, Roman Catholic). In 
fact, it is a practice mentioned back to the earliest days of Christianity. And many 
Presbyterian congregations celebrate in this manner.  

This month on Sunday, August 2nd, we will celebrate communion using this method 
of intinction. To help make it meaningful we might ask two questions: What does 
each method symbolize theologically / spiritually? And how will we do intinction 
practically? 

In the sacrament of communion, we believe Christ is present with us in a real 
spiritual sense, symbolized by the bread and cup. In classical terms, the elements 
are ñvisible signs of invisible grace.ò When we share the bread and cup, Godôs Spirit 
opens our hearts and minds to be filled with Christôs love as nourishment for our life 
and service together. And whichever way we celebrate, we remember that we gather 
around the Lordôs Table, not called an ñaltarò in our tradition. We emphasize our 
current communal life in Christ ï his present ongoing reality in common everyday 
ways we live together (like being nourished through meals shared around a table é 
as Jesus so often shared with people). We stress that all the ways Jesus extended 
and continues to extend Godôs grace to peopleôs everyday lives are what really 
makes faith meaningful ï rather than just the past action of his sacrificial death, 
understood through the metaphors of altar rituals from the ancient Jewish religion.  
(Continue on next page ) 
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A Minute in Ministry (Continued) 

Each way of celebrating communion puts a different emphasis on our relationship 
with God in Christ. In the way we have typically celebrated by passing trays among 
the pews we are reminded that Godôs grace comes to us and moves among us 
wherever we are in life, without condition or exception. We actively receive that grace 
and pass it on to others. In the method of intinction we are reminded that life is a 
journey of moving from one place (physically / spiritually) to another. Amid all the 
journeying we are called to God as the source and guide of our life. The physical act 
of moving forward to the bread and cup emphasizes our longing for God, joining the 
stream of others who have forever come to God; and perhaps inasmuch as we feel 
we literally stand out a bit more, it may put us in touch with our places of vulnerability, 
as well. When we return again to our pews, we are reminded of how God literally 
turns us around in life; and how God calls us to go out and serve after we have 
received.  

And now to the practical é We will share in the prayers before communion as 
normal. After we break the bread, servers will split into three groups of two. In each 
group one person will hold a piece of the bread loaf and one person will hold a cup. 
One group of two people will be stationed at the head of each center aisle, up by the 
Lordôs Table. People will be invited to process forward to each station as we do on 
other occasions moving in a circular fashion ï this time up the center aisles and 
down the side aisles. We will also have one other group of two people (one with 
bread and one with a cup) roaming throughout the sanctuary to serve those who are 
physically unable to come forward.  

Some may wonder if this is a permanent change é it is not intended as such. 
Whichever ways we celebrate sacraments and worship in general it can be 
meaningful to ñsing a new songò as the Psalmist says, or do things in a new way 
every once in a while. As ever, please share your thoughts on this experience 
together so we can all learn and grow together in Godôs grace! 

Grace and peace, 

Seth 

Special Event:  Witness of Iona 

Sunday, August 30th after worship and fellowship time Seth will offer an opportunity 
to discuss the Christian witness of the Iona Community. He will share reflections 
about his week living in the Iona Abbey this summer. And we will discuss principles 
that guide the common life of Iona Community members, as well as their efforts to 
renew the worship and work of the Church throughout the world. We will begin by 
noon. As meals are central to life together on Iona, please, feel free to bring a sack 
lunch if you wish! We will expect to meet in the board room, and move if numbers of 
attendants necessitate it. If you have any questions, please contact Seth! 

Community Outreach:  Relay for Life 

Thanks to all who helped make this 
yearôs Relay for Life event such a 
huge success.  Together, we raised 
over $3,000.00 for American Cancer 
Society.  Special thanks to all who 
took turns walking, sharing stories, 
bringing food to the picnic, helping to 
set up & take down the site, 
contributed to the garage sale and 
gave direct funds.   

Anyone interested in coordinating 
next yearôs event, please contact 
Michael McNeil at 269.789.0721. 
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Bir thdays 

First Light Calendar Highlights 
Sunday, August 2  Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a; John 6:24-35 
Communion 

Monday, August 3  PWA Board Meeting, 7pm 

Sunday, August 9  Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Preacher: Rev. Rich Lichti, Associate Presbyter 

Monday, August 10  Teams, 6:30/7pm 

Sunday, August 16      Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Guest Pastor 

Monday, August 17  Deacons, 7pm 
    Church Calendar planning session, Time TBD 

Tuesday, August 18  Esther Circle, 7pm 

Sunday, August 23  Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 84; Ephesians 4:1-16 

Baptisms 
Special Meeting of the Congregation, 10am 

Sunday, August 30  Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
Witness of Iona, Noon, Board Room  

*AA meets each night of the week at 8:00pm.* 

August Life at First Presbyterian Church 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 1 
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Worship 

10:15am 

Communion 

 

3 

PWA Board 

Meeting 7pm 

4 

TOPS 8:30am 

 

5 

 

6 

Sip & Stitch10am 

Prayer & Share 

9am 

7 

Painters  

1pm 

8 

9 

Worship 

10:15am 

 

10 

Teams 

630/7pm 

11 

TOPS 8:30am 

 

12 

 

13 

Sip & Stitch10am 

Prayer & Share 

9am 

  

14 

Painters  

1pm 

 

15 

 

16 

Worship 

10:15am 

 

17 

Deacons 

7pm  

Church Calendar 

Planning Session 

18 

TOPS 8:30am 

Esther Circle 

6:30pm 

 

19 

 

20 

Sip & Stitch10am 

Prayer & Share 

9am 

  

21 

Painters  

1pm 

22 

 

 

 

 

23 

Worship 

10:15am 

Meeting of the 

Congregation 

10:00 am 

24 

 

25 

TOPS 8:30am 

 

26 27 

Sip & Stitch10am 

Prayer & Share 

9am 

 

28 

Painters  

1pm 

29 

30 

Worship 

10:15am 

Witness of Iona 

Noon 

31 

 

 

 

 

     

 

August 1 

Doug Gilbertson 

August 4 

Bev Groesbeck 

Jack Vandy Bogurt 

August 5 

Bill Ranger 

August 6 

Julie Machalka 

August 7 

Stuart Love 

August 8 

Shirley Carver 

Elizabeth Schoenfeld 

August 9 

Annabelle Machalka 

August 11 

Marilyn McFadden 

August 13 

Jackson Lillrose 

August 15 

Erin Gilbert 

August 16 

Kat Whaley 

August 19 

Jaime Collins 

August 20 

Joyce Snyder-Sweet 

Pamela Buchko 

August 22 

Nancy Sutherland 

Curt Korten 

August 26 

Mildred Booth 

August 27 

Rex VanArman 

Douglas Rocho 

August 29 

Roy Carver 

Becky Rocho 

 



  

News from Christian Education 

Sunday School Teachers NEEDEDé.. 

Teachers make a big difference in the life of the children in our congregation.  And 

they make a mark on our church, as they create a space for our children to grow 

and connect within their church family.  Can you be one of those teachers?  We 

are in need of folks to join our Christian Education Workgroup as members of 

teaching teams.  No less than two teachers work together in one classroom.  The 

classrooms are as follows: 

Butterflies (Preschool and Kindergarten)   

Fish (1st and 2nd grades), 

Frogs (3rd and 4th grades)    

Middle School (5th through 8th grades) 

High School (9th through 12th grades) (will meet on a limited basis) 

If you would like more information or are interested in signing on, please contact 

Suzanne at 789-1537 or sweeldreyer@att.net no later than July 30!  Weôre building 

our teaching teams now and need time to plan and train once the teams are 

complete.  Thanks! 

Thanks again to all who made our Vacation Bible School such a wonderful week!  

Here are some pictures from our time together. 

  

  

Properties 

We have been assessing the needs of the church and also, caring for the vents, 

outside lighting, and custodial service.  On August 2, a meeting is planned, 

immediately after church to identify tasks and select a leader for the task (and those 

who can support the project).  We are hopeful that we can do much of the work 

ourselves. I appreciate everyone for the support you are giving in making our church 

a wonderful place to be.     Thank you - Whitney Jonas 

First Light 

Volunteers 
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Liturgists 

  August 2 

    Becky Davis 

  August 9 

    Ken MacNevin 

  August 16 

   Whitney Jonas 

  August 23 

    Michael McNeil 

  August 30 

    Rich Healey 

Greeters 

  August 2 

    Glenn & Diane Kowalski 

  August 9 

    Pauline Reddick 

  August 16 

   TBD 

  August 23 

    TBD 

  August 30 

    TBD 

Coffee Hour Hosts 

  August 2 

    Janet Mason & Paulene Reddick 

  August 9 

    Daisy & Donn Widmayer 

  August 16 

   Becky Davis & Bev Smith 

  August 23 

    TBD 

  August 30 

    TBD 

mailto:sweeldreyer@att.net


 

  
Teams 
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First Light 

Administrative Ministry Team 

Brad Whaley, Treasurer 

269.781.2073 

  Finance 

  Joelle Knoch 

  269.789.1339 

  Personnel 

  Jim VanderWeg 

  269.781.3432 

  Properties 

  Whitney Jonas 

  269.753.9951 

  Stewardship 

  Rich Healey 

  269.789.0665 

 

Community Outreach  

Ministry Team 

Michael McNeil 

269.789.0721 

  Mission 

  JoEllen Gilbert 

  269.789.1500 

  Evangelism 

  Doug Gilbertson 

  269.781.3101 

 

Spiritual Life Ministry Team 

Diane Kowalske 

269.781.8529 

  Worship 

  Ken MacNevin 

  269.781.3329 

  Christian Education 

  Steve Hanway 

  269.789.0827 
  Fellowship 

  Creighton Sherman 

  269.781.2267 

 

Deacons 

Karen Earl 

269.781.3211 

 

Womenõs Association 

Lisa DeGraw 

269.841.6787 

Stated Call 

Session has called a special meeting of the Congregation of First Presbyterian 
Church of Marshall, to be held immediately BEFORE worship on Sunday August 23, 
2009.  The purpose of this meeting is to elect  one Ruling Elder to serve on Session 
to fill an unexpired term which ends in December, 2010.  The Nominating Committee 
will present the name of JoEllen Gilbert for this office.  Others may be  nominated 
from the floor, providing they have previously indicated a willingness to serve.  This 
being a specially called  meeting, no other business may be transacted at this time. 

Respectfully Submitted, Phil Mershon, Session Clerk 

Ushers Schedule  
August 2 August 23 
Head Usher ï Abby Mershon Head Usher ï Lacey Almaraz 
Elevator ï Ben Lillrose Elevator ï  Nicholas Lillrose 
Bulletins ï Ally Johnson, Brooke Uzzle Bulletins ï Caroline Collins, Ally Johnson 
Acolytes ï Lacey Almaraz, Nicholas Lillrose Acolytes ï Nicole Almaraz, Alex Veale 

August 9 August 30 
Head Usher ï Jamie Daily Head Usher ï Abby Mershon 
Elevator ï Mason Fitch Elevator ï Brooke Uzzle 
Bulletins ï Madison Gilbertson, Nolan Levack Bulletins ï Maggie Barrett, Nathan Malchalka 
Acolytes ï Ailih and Gabriel Weeldreyer Acolytes ï Ailih and Gabriel Weeldreyer 

August 16 
Head Usher ï Nick Vetter 
Elevator ï Gabriel Weeldreyer 
Bulletins ïAilih and Nathaniel Weeldreyer 
Acolytes ï Allison and Riley Brownell 

If you cannot serve on your assigned Sunday, please arrange a trade or substitute, then notify 
Phil Mershon and the church office of your change - Thanks! 

Session Action 

At its June 29 meeting, your Session took the following actions: 

¶ Approved a request to hold a garage sale on July 11 at the McNeil/Martin 
home to benefit Relay for Life 

¶ Received May financial reports from the Presbyterian Center for Children 

¶ Approved requests for three fundraisers for the PWA, and also approved the 
requested garage sale for next spring with a request to change the date 

¶ Made a minor change in the pastor's vacation schedule for July, and also 
approved the rest of his vacation and study leave schedule for the year 

¶ Called a special meeting of the congregation (see Stated Call elsewhere) for 
Aug. 23 BEFORE worship to elect one Ruling Elder 

¶ Moved the September observance of Holy Communion from Sept. 5 to Sept. 
12 

¶ Used some Session discretionary funds to completely pay back the internal 
loan to memorial and escrow accounts earlier than previously anticipated 

Respectfully submitted, Phil Mershon, Session Clerk 

Sanctuary Keepers 

Worship Committee needs more volunteers for our crew of "Sanctuary Keepers." 
Responsibilities are quite simple: straighten the pew racks, re-stock them when 
needed, and dust around the sanctuary when necessary. Two people, once each 
week for one month at a time, are sufficient. More specific instructions are available in 
the office where you may sign up during the week. You may also sign up during 
coffee hours in Fellowship Hall. We would really appreciate your help keeping our 
sanctuary neat and orderly. 

 



 

 

First Light 

Publ ished Monthly 

200 West Mansion Street 

Marshall, Michigan  49068 

www.sanctuaryforall.org 

office@fpcmarshall.org 

 

 

Presbyterian Center for Children 

Coupon Program 

Please continue to send in your unused/unwanted coupons.  We just sent our first package to the military 

base in Germany.  We had only been collecting coupons for about a month and were able to send 

$1793.39 worth of coupons.  Thatôs amazing!! 

Sandbox 

 

We would like to give a great big Thank You to Terri and Ken MacNevin.  They donated the funds for the 
Center to purchase new sand for the new sandbox.  The kids have enjoyed it immensely. 

A Visit from the State 

Last month we received our bi-yearly visit from the State for our licensing renewal.  This year our 
consultant, Helen, brought a consultant in training with her.  She felt that this would be a good place for him 
to learn the ropes.  I think that we should take this as a compliment.  We once again passed with flying 
colors!!!!   

 

 


